
DEBORAH LAVIN has written a few plays, most of 
them produced on the London fringe, but two, The Body 
Trade and Happy Families have been performed in transla-
tion in Berlin and Tokyo. She has also written poetry and is 
a member of London Voices (previously affiliated with the 
Federation of Worker Writers) and St Pancras Poets. A 
member of the Freethought History and Socialist History 
Societies, Deborah is in the process of finishing off a biog-
raphy of Dr Edward Bibbins Aveling, not because she 
seeks to resurrect his reputation, but because she has dis-

covered that the Deadly Incubus (as Keir Hardie called him) caused a lot more 
havoc than has previously been admitted. You are invited to hear Deborah talk on: 

 

BRADLAUGH CONTRA MARX 
at a Public Meeting organised by The Socialist History Society 

 

Thursday 10th June, 7pm 
At the Bishopsgate Institute (opposite Liverpool Street Station) 

 

Entrance Free; all welcome. 
 

http://www.socialisthistorysociety.co.uk 
 

Mr. C. BRADLAUGH  v. Mr. K. MARX 

On December 17th 1871,  
Charles Bradlaugh wrote to 
the editor, Eastern Post: "I feel  
indebted to Karl Marx for his  
enmity". 
Karl Marx's reply was pub-
lished in the Eastern Post on 
December 23rd:  "Ever since 
the publication of the 'Address 
on the Civil War in France' Mr. 

Bradlaugh’s voice had chimed in with the world wide chorus of slander 
against the International and myself. 
       "I treated him like the other revilers with contemptuous silence. This 
was more than the grotesque vanity of that huge self-idolater could stand! I 
'calumniated' him because I took no notice of his calumnies. My silence 
drove him mad; in a public meeting he denounced me as a Bonapartist be-
cause in the Address on the Civil War I had forsooth laid bare the historic 
circumstances that gave birth  to the Second Empire. He now goes a step 
further and transforms me into a police agent of Bismarck". 


